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Corvus senex, Schlegel, ‘ Notice sur le genre Corvus,’ 1860, 
p. 10 (9 juv.). 

Corvus fuscicapillus, G. R. Gray, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1861, in 
Table of New Guinea Birds. 

Hab. Aru Islands and Waigiou. | 

British Museum, Coll. Wallace, and Mus. Leyden. 


X.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
l. EneLisnH PUBLICATIONS. 


THE appearance of the two first parts of Mr. Gould’s ‘ Birds of | 
Great Britain ’* is certainly the most remarkable event that has 
taken place in the ornithological world since we last addressed 
our readers. Our brother-naturalists are, no doubt, well ac- 
quainted with the previously issued volumes of Mr. Gould’s 
magnificent series. They must be aware, therefore, that there 
is at present no series of illustrations of the birds of our native 
country which at all equals in merit those which Mr. Gould has 
given to the world of the Humming-Birds, the Toucans, the 
Birds of Australia, and the Birds of Asia. It is true that Mr.Gould 
has already some years ago published a work on the Birds of 
Europe, the plates of which form the usual standard of reference 
by English naturalists when treating of the European Avi-fauna. 
But, in the first place, the ‘Birds of Europe’ is long since out 
of print, and copies of it can only be obtained second-hand and 
at irregular intervals. And, secondly, the science of ornithology 
has made such rapid advances of late years, as, were the ‘ Birds 
of Europe’ still accessible, would nevertheless necessitate the 
= reissue of the work. We think, however, that Mr. Gould has acted 
wisely in confining himself on this occasion to the feathered tribes 
of our native islands. By so doing he keeps his work within 
narrower limits, and is enabled to issue it in a shorter period 
of time and at a less cost. And, besides this, he renders it 
more attractive to the many field-naturalists that are scattered 
over the broad surface of our fair mother-land, who will 
gladly welcome a series of pictures of the familiar favourites of 


* The Birds of Great Britain. By J. Gould, F.R.S., &e. Parts I. and 
I1., fol. London, October 1, 1862. 
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their farms and fields, but would not care to bestow similar 
favours upon figures of the inhabitants of distant parts of the 
Continent. When the large capital invested in the production 
of Mr. Gould’s work is considered, and its great importance in 
extending the national taste for natural history is fully esti- 
mated, it must be obvious that the author is bound, not only 
in justice to himself, but also in the interests of science, to use 
every legitimate method of extending its circulation in this 
country. 

Mr. Gould has, we believe, as yet issued no prospectus of his 
‘Birds of Great Britain,’ but we understand he intends to 
publish two parts every year, at the price of three guineas a part, 
and that he hopes to be able to bring the whole work to a con- 
clusion in about eight or nine years. Each part contains fifteen 
plates, with the accompanying letter-press. In our notice of the 
expected appearance of the work appended to our last Number, 
we stated that Mr. Gould was devoting more than usual care 
and attention to the production of these illustrations. We think 
it will be allowed by all who are acquainted with the general 
character of illustrations to works on natural history that, in 
his ‘ Birds of Great Britain,’ Mr. Gould has not only surpassed 
others, but, with the assistance of his fellow-artists, Messrs. Wolf 
and Richter, in some of the portraits of our familiar species of 
birds given in his two first numbers, has fairly surpassed him- 
self. Those who can afford to spend a small annual sum for 
the next eight or nine years in acquiring a work which must, as 
regards illustrations, inevitably become and remain for many 
years the standard of reference of all British ornithologists, can- 
not do better than subscribe to Mr. Gould’s ‘ Birds of Great 
Britain.’ 


2, Frencu PUBLICATIONS. 


M. L. Maillard’s recently issued work upon Réunion*, as the 
French now term the Island of Bourbon, contains some details 
on the ornithology of that island, which it is interesting to be 
able to compare with what we know of the Avi-faunas of Mau- 


* Notes sur Vile de la Réunion (Bourbon). Par L. Maillard: Paris, 
1862. 8vo. 
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ritius and Madagascar. The following thirty-six species are 
enumerated by M. Maillard as being found in the island. 


Falco radama ? Foudia madagascariensis. 
Circus maillardi. Chlorospiza chloris. 
Poliopsitta cana. Passer domesticus. 
Coracopsis vaza. Serinus icterus. 
Collocalia esculenta. Columba schimperi. 
Phedina borbonica. Turtur picturatus. 
Fregilupus capensis. Geopelia striata. 
Acridotheres tristis. Margaroperdix striata. 
Muscipeta borbonica. Excalfactoria chinensis. 
Hypsipetes olivaceus. Francolinus perlatus. 
Oxynotus ferrugineus. Herodias calceolata. 
Pratincola sibylla. Gallinula chloropus. 
Zosterops borbonica. Pterodroma aterrima. 
hæsitata. Puffinus obscurus. 

Munia oryzivora. Anoüs tenuirostris. 
Maja punctularia. Phaëthon candidus. 
Estrelda astrild. ) Numenius phæopus. 

—- amandava. Pelidna cinclus. 


Some of them, if correctly determined, are, of course, intro- 
duced species; and it would have been very interesting if M. 
Maillard had given us details of the manner and date of their 
importation into the island. An appendix to the work contains 
some valuable criticisms on the list, from the pen of M. Jules 
Verreaux, to which we invite the attention of those who are 
interested in the natural history of these regions. 


3. DutcH PUBLICATIONS. 

The fifth volume of the ‘ Acta Societatis Scientiarum Indo- 
Neerlandice’ (which, though bearing on its title-page the date 
1858-59, has, we believe, been only recently received in Europe) 
contains an article by Mr. von Rosenberg, on the distribution 
of come of the characteristic groups of birds of those regions *. 
Mr. v. Rosenberg’s tables include the genera Eurylaimus, Pitta, 
Melliphaga, Nectarinia, Merops, Buceros, Alcedo, and Bucco, and 
are intended to show the extent of the prevalence of these forms 

* Overzigtstabellen voor de Ornithologie van den Indischen Archipel, and 


Verbeteringen en Bijvoegsels tot de Overzigtstabellen voor de Ornithologie 
van den Indischen Archipel. Act. Soc. Indo-Neerl. vol. v. 
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in Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, the Sunda Islands, the Mo- 
luccas, and New Guinea. They are of some interest as far as 
they go, though obviously compiled from different sources, and 
not very perfectly worked out. Mr. Wallace, we believe, as soon 
as he has had time to arrange his notes and collections, will be 
able to furnish us with much more complete and more reliable 
information on the ornithology of this part of the world. A 
somewhat similar article by Mr. von Rosenberg appeared in the 
‘Journal fiir Ornithologie’ for the past year*, relating to the 
distribution of the Pszttacide in the Indian Archipelago. We 
noticed, with some regret, that a considerable part of this latter 
article had been borrowed from a paper which appeared in the 
‘Proceedings of the Zoological Society’ for 1860+, without any 
sort of acknowledgment. It does not appear that Mr. von 
Rosenberg is sufficiently explicit in stating what facts he gives 
on his own personal observation, and what he adopts from other 
authorities. 


Dr. H. Schlegel, who, since his accession to full command of 
the National Zoological Museum of Holland, at Leyden, has 
been busily engaged in rearranging the treasures of this noble 
establishment, has just commenced a work intended to be 
devoted to the exposition of its contents{. The first part now 
issued relates to the collection of birds, which, as is generally 
known, is one of the largest and finest in existence, particularly 
as regards the ornithology of the Eastern Archipelago. The 
plan adopted is excellent, consisting in giving a series of mono- 
graphic sketches of the different groups, in the form of a cata- 
logue of the specimens of each species in the collection, accom- 
panied with notes and observations on the species where these 
seem to be necessary, and exact indications of the habitat and of 
the collector of each specimen. The number of scientific writers 


* Journ. fiir Orn. 1861, p. 59. 

+ “On the species of the genus Prioniturus, and on the Distribution of 
the Psittacide in the Indian Archipelago.” By P. L. Sclater, P.Z.S. 1860, 
p. 223. 

{+ Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas. Revue Méthodique et 
Critique des Collections déposées dans cet établissement. Leyde, 1862: 
pte |. 
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who have taken descriptions from the types of the Leyden col- 
lection is well known to be considerable. Le Vaillant, Temminck, 
Kuhl, G. Cuvier, Valenciennes, Bonaparte, Boié, S. Müller, and 
Hartlaub are those mentioned by Dr. Schlegel, to whom we may 
add—last, but not least—Dr. Schlegel himself. The Leyden col- 
lection is likewise remarkable for the number of specimens it 
contains which have been obtained by the travelling naturalists 
employed by the Dutch Government in their Indian possessions 
and the neighbouring islands, and of which the exact localities 
(so often wanting in most other collections) have been carefully 
preserved. These two points greatly increase the value of - 
Dr. Schlegel’s work, particularly as regards the additions it is 
likely to make to our knowledge of the geographical distribu- 
tion of species. 

Dr. Schlegel commences his catalogue with the genus Buce- 
ros, and then passes on to the Accipitres, of which he succes- 
sively handles what he terms the Falcones, Aquile, Astures, 
Asturine, and Buteones. We cannot be expected to agree en- 
tirely with Dr. Schlegel in certain well-known points, in which 
he holds views certainly not in accordance with those of the great 
body of modern naturalists. With respect to his reduction of 
representative species into what he now calls “ conspecies,’ with 
three names to each, we shall only remark that we fear it is 
impossible in many cases to draw the line between species and 
conspecies, and that this method only removes the great ques- 
tion “ what is a species?” to another spot, instead of solving 
it. Neither can we be expected to agree with Dr. Schlegel’s 
somewhat exaggerated extension of generic groups. It may be 
very true that matters have been pushed to rather an extreme 
in the opposite direction of late years. But if Serpentarius and 
Thrasaétus be united to Astur, Gypaétus to Haliaétus, and Po- 
lyboroides to Nisus, we shall be compelled to alter our whole 
system of modern nomenclature, and if uniformity is requisite, 
to cast, in some cases, hundreds of species into the same 
genera. We cannot accede to so great a retrogression. But 
these and some other minor points which seem open to criticism, 
such as Dr. Schlegel’s adoption of antiquated pre-Linnean 
names in some instances, do nat detract from the value of the 
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work, which is absolutely indispensable to the ornithologist, 
and promises to make very great additions to our knowledge of 
the groups of which it treats. 


4. Russtan PUBLICATIONS. 


The lately issued Bulletins of the Imperial Academy of Sciences 
of St. Petersburg contain some communications by Dr. L. von 
Schrenck on the most recent discoveries of the well-known 
botanical traveller, Maximovicz, in Eastern Asia. The first of 
these relates to Herr Maximovicz’s collections and observa- 
tions made whilst on the river Ussuri, in Southern Aioor- 
land*. 

Skins of Tetrao tetrix, from the Ussuri, show no appreciable 
difference from European examples. A new species to the 
Fauna of Amoorland has been obtained in the beautiful Cedar- 
bird, Bombycilla pheenicoptera, hitherto only known as coming 
from Japan. A single female specimen of this bird, shot by 
Herr Maximovicz on the Ussuri, in the month of April, agrees 
well with Japanese examples. Besides these species specially 
adverted to, Dr. L. von Schrenck gives a list of between thirty 
and forty other birds, collected by Herr Maximovicz at the 
Russian post, Bussewa, on the Ussuri (454° N. L.), where that 
energetic collector passed the spring of 1860. 

The following numbers of the same publication contain a long 
and interesting letter + from Herr Maximovicz to Dr. von 
Schrenck, giving his personal narrative of adventures on the 
Ssungari, or Ussuri, with a few zoological and botanical notices 
interspersed. 


5. AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


Mr. Coues continues his labours on American ornithology in 
the ‘ Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Phila- 
delphia.’ The groups now selected are worked out in the same 


* Zoologische Nachrichten vom Ussuri und von der Siidkiiste der 
Mandshurei, nach Sammlungen und brieflichen Mittheilungen des Herrn 
Maximovicz, zusammengestellt von Dr. Leop. v. Schrenck. Bull. Ac. Imp. 
Se. St. Pétersbourg, iv. p. 180. 

t Nachrichten vom Ssungari-Fluss, &c. Bull. Ac. Imp. Se. St. Péters- 
bourg, iv. p. 224. 
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careful method as has been previously employed by Mr. Coues 
in his “ Monograph of the genus Agiothus.” The first of Mr. 
Coues’s papers is a “ Synopsis of the North American forms of 
the Colymbide and Podicipide.’ Of the former family five 
species of the genus Colymbus are recognized as American, that 
is, our three familiar Divers of these shores, and two representa- 
tive species, Colymbus adamsi, allied to C. glacialis (as we must 
persist in calling the Great Northern Diver, for we cannot allow 
anything to displace a Linnean name), and C. pacificus, an Ame- 
rican form of C. arcticus. It is with great pleasure we see that 
fine bird, Colymbus adamsi, so fully confirmed as a valid species ; 
for some doubts* have been cast on its distinctness from C. gla- 
cialis. Mr, Coues thinks there cannot be the slightest doubt 
upon this point. “The difference in the size, shape, and 
colour of the bill alone would separate the two, were there no 
other characters involved.” The Smithsonian collection em- 
braces a large series of Adams’s Diver, obtained in the vicinity 
of Great Slave Lake and Mackenzie’s River by those energetic 
collectors, R. Kennicott and B. R. Ross. The Grebes of America 
are arranged by Mr. Coues under nine specific heads. First, we 
have two species of the new genus Aichmophorus (founded on 
Podiceps occidentalis, Lawrence), both from the Pacific coast of 
America. Next follow five species of true Podiceps and its 
various subdivisions. These are 


P. cristatus, P. cristatus. 
P. cooperi, corresponding 

P. cornutus, with the P. cornutus. 
P. californicus, European | P. auritus. 

P. bolbölli, lp . griselgena. 


Finally, we have a single Sylbeocyclus (S. dominicus of the An- 
tilles and Mexico), which occurs on the southern contines of the 
United States, and the Podilymbus podiceps, sole representative 
of the distinct subfamily Podilymbine. 

Mr. Coues’s second contribution to ornithology which we have 
to notice is a ‘“ Revision of the Gulls of North America, based 
upon specimens in the Museum of the Smithsonian Institution.” 
This is an “abstract of a more extended monograph of the 


* See P. Z. S. 1859, p. 206. 
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Gulls of North America,” which Mr. Coues has prepared for 
publication in a Government Report. We are glad to hear that 
this monograph will be illustrated by figures of the bills of all 
the species, and coloured drawings of the primary quills, show- 
ing the outline and extent of their markings; for such illustra- 
tions cannot fail to be of the greatest assistance towards the 
correct discrimination of the species of this difficult group. Mr. 
Coues seems to us in some cases to push rather to an extreme 
the separation of the representatives of the same specific types 
in the northern portions of the two hemispheres. The question 
is, in all such cases, Is it possible in a large series of specimens 
to separate those of the one region from those of the other, with- 
out a previous knowledge of the localities? The doctrine of the 
difference of the species of distinct zoological regions has now 
been carried to such an extent, that it is too frequently assumed 
that species are different because they ought to be different, and 
because previous writers, who perhaps have only taken the 
trouble to compare single specimens from each locality, have 
considered them different, and assigned different names to them. 
But it seems manifest that no representative species ought to be 
recognized unless it can be clearly shown that it presents differ- 
ences (however minute these may be) which render it invariably 
recognizable without a previous knowledge of its origin. 

We will defer further remarks on Mr. Coues’s arrangement of 
the Larine until the more perfect work is produced, and con- 
tent ourselves for the present by stating that the species re- 
cognized as North American amount to no less than twenty-five 
in number, of which sixteen belong to the more typical section 
containing the genus Larus and its allies, and nine to the 
Xemine or hooded group, in which the head usually grows black 
in the breeding-season. 


From Mr. D. G. Elliott’s “ Remarks on the species composing 
the genus Pediecetes*, Baird,” given in a subsequent page 
(p. 482) of the ‘ Proceedings,’ it would seem that the supposed 

* This name is commonly written Pediocetes. But if, as we presume, 


the derivation is rediov, campus, and oiknrns, habitans, it ought to be spelt 
Pediecetes. 
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new Sharp-tailed Grouse from Arctic America, described by Dr. 
Suckley in 1861 as P. kennicottii, is the true Tetrao phasianella 
of Linnzeus, and must consequently bear the specific name ori- 
ginally imposed upon it by the illustrious Swede. The Sharp- 
tailed Grouse of the northern prairies of the United States, 
from Wisconsin to Oregon and Washington Territories, will in 
future stand as P. columbianus, being the Phasianus columbianus 
of Ord, in Guthrie’s Geography. The two forms appear to be 
easily distinguishable. 


We are indebted to Mr. Lawrence for early copies of two 
recent ornithological papers which he has contributed to the 
‘Annals of the Lyceum of Natural History of New York. In 
the first of these the author characterizes six new species of 
birds,—a Cuban Plover (Æygialitis tenuirostris) allied to Æ. me- 
lodus, four Humming-birds, and a Brazilian Night-jar (Stenopsis 
maculicaudus). Two of the Humming-birds (Thalurania lucie 
and Chlorostilbon insularis) are from Tres Marias Islands, on the 
Pacific coast of Mexico (21° 30' N. L.). Three other species 
were obtained by Mr. Xantus (who collected the former also) in 
the same islands—namely, Florisuga mellivora, Cyanomyta guate- 
malensis, and Petasophora thalassina. Mr. Lawrence’s second 
paper is a “ third list” of the extensive collections of birds made 
by Mr. McLeannan on the Isthmus of Panama. There are 
many descriptions of novelties given, besides notes, corrections, 
and additions to the former articles on the same subject. A 
beautiful Dacnis, which Mr. Lawrence characterizes as D. ve- 
nusta, has been kindly promised to us for illustration in this 
Journal; and the Parrot, formerly considered as referable to 
Pionus hematotis, is now discovered to be quite different from 
the Guatemalan bird, the male bearing rather a broad collar of 
bright scarlet. It is proposed to be called P. coccineicollaris. In 
this and his former papers on the same subject, Mr. Lawrence 
has done real good service to ornithology ; for the Avi-fauna of 
Panama was previously quite unknown to naturalists. 


We have, in a previous Number, noticed some of the ornitho- 
logical articles in the eighth volume of the ‘ Proceedings of the 
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Boston Society of Natural History, of which we had received 
early copies. Looking over the perfect volume, which has lately 
reached us, we find a third paper likely to interest the readers 
of ‘The Ibis,’ being some remarks by Dr. H. Bryant, “ On some 
of the Birds that breed in the Gulf of St. Lawrence*.” The 
occasion of these remarks was a trip that Dr. Bryant made to 
Labrador in the summer of 1860, ‘for the purpose of procuring 
specimens of eggs of those sea-birds that breed there, and also 
to ascertain what changes, if any, had taken place in their eco- 
nomy since Audubon’s visit.” The whole of Dr. Bryant’s paper 
will amply merit perusal, and, did space permit it, would be well 
worthy of being reproduced in these pages. As, however, that 
is not the case, we must content ourselves with stating that 
notes, more or less copious, are given on Somateria mollissima, 
Sula bassana, Phalacrocorax carbo, P. dilophus, Thalassidroma 
leachii, Larus marinus, L. argentatus, Alca torda, Uria grylle, 
U. troile, U. ringvia, U. lomvia, and some others. ‘ Every 
available spot on the sides of Gannet Rock, not already occupied 
by Gannets or Kittiwakes, had been taken possession of by the 
three last-mentioned species of Guillemots and the Razor-billed 
Auks; their comparative numbers were about three of U. troile 
to two of U. lomvia and one of U. ringvia, and about one Auk 
to fifty Guillemots.” | 


XI.—Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, &c. 


WE have received the following letters :— 
Akyab, Arracan, August 13, 1862. 

S1r,—In No. 7 of ‘ The Ibis,’ for July 1860, p. 297, which 
I have only now had an opportunity of seeing, occurs a passage 
on which I beg the favour of your allowing me to say a few 
words. 

In allusion to an “Itinerary” contributed by me to the 5th 
Number of vol. xxviii. of the Asiatic Society’s Journal, you re- 
mark that “an appendix to this paper contains descriptions of 
some birds supposed to be new, procured during the journey ; but 


* Proc. B.S. N. H. vii. p. 65. 


